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PAPERS AND DISCUSSIONS 



THE REVISION OF THE GENEVA CONVENTION, 

1906. 

BY REAR ADMIRAL C. S. SPERRY, 

V, S. NAVY, DELEGATE. 

In June, 1859, a benevolent Swiss gentleman, M. Henri 
Dunant, finding himself in the vicinity of Solferino, visited 
the battlefield, and his book, the Souvenir de Solferino, 
aroused the profoundest commiseration for the suffering of 
the forty thousand wounded for whose care the regular sani- 
tary service was utterly inadequate, and for whose succor the 
unorganized efforts of limitless charity were unavailing. M. 
Dunant urged on the public attention measures for the amelior- 
ation of the condition of the sick and wounded, first through 
the Genevese Society of Public Utility, of which he was a 
member, and later through the Swiss Federal Council. The 
Council eventually called an international conference and after 
a brief session in Geneva this conference adopted The Geneva 
Convention of August 22d, 1864. 

It was speedily recognized that the rules needed amendment, 
and should be extended to maritime warfare, and for this pur- 
pose the so-called Additional Articles were adopted by a 
second Conference which met in Geneva in October, 1868. 
The Additional Articles were never ratified, but nevertheless 
they repeatedly served as a rule of conduct in war and it 
should always be borne in mind that a well digested body of 
rules, such as the Additional Articles, or the Brussels Con- 
vention of 1874, although they may never be ratified, yet serve 
as a basis for humane consideration and for future confer- 
ences. No such labor is lost. 

(33) 
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The first great example of the relief of suffering in war 
was that given by our own Sanitary Commission, constituted 
by the President's order of June, 1861, at the instance of a 
committee of delegates from various earlier societies who met 
in Washington in May. 

Throughout the four years of civil war the agents of the 
Commission were on every battlefield and thousands of 
wounded were relieved. Millions of voluntary contributions 
were dispensed in aid and the practices established in that 
war are now embodied in existing conventions. The work of 
the Sanitary Commission still lives in the grateful remem- 
brance of thousands of veterans, and the distinguished gentle- 
men who composed that commission, some of whom are still 
living, can have no nobler title to the gratitude of their 
countrymen. 

The Geneva Convention of 1864, with anticipated amend- 
ments, was adopted as Article XXI of The Hague Convention 
of 1899, and at the same time, The Hague Conference ex- 
pressed the wish that a conference for revision should be 
called by the Swiss Government as speedily as practicable. 
The wars in South Africa and in Manchuria intervened and 
some of the new provisions are due to those experiences. 
The Conference finally met in Geneva on the eleventh of June, 
1906. Thirty-five governments were represented by a notable 
body of delegates: There were fifteen ambassadors and min- 
isters and eighteen officials of the diplomatic or consular ser- 
vice: thirty-eight officers of the army, of whom twenty were 
members of the medical or sanitary service : two naval officers, 
eight jurists and four officers of Red Cross societies. Al- 
though but few of the delegates were actually officers of volun- 
tary aid societies, many of the military officers had been inti- 
mately associated with their work and many had served in the 
field during the late war in Manchuria, so that a very large 
proportion of the delegates were entirely familiar with the 
subject. It is also to be noted that a number of the most dis- 
tinguished and influential members of the First Hague Con- 
ference were delegates. At the first plenary session of the 
Conference, June 12th, the Honorable Edouard Odier, Min- 
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ister of the Swiss Confederation to St. Petersburg and dele- 
gate was elected president of the Conference. 

The Swiss Federal Council when it issued the call for the 
Conference in March, 1906, submitted to the several govern- 
ments a List of Questions to be Examined with a View to a 
Revision of the Geneva Convention of August 22d, 1864. 

These questions, which had been prepared with great care 
and with due consideration of the actual conditions developed 
during the great wars of the past forty years, were accepted 
as a basis when the Conference met. No questions relating 
to sea warfare were taken up for the reason that the only rati- 
fied Convention for the treatment of sick and wounded in 
maritime warfare is that adopted by The Hague Conference 
of 1899 and its revision and extension, in conformity to the 
new Convention for Land Warfare, would naturally be taken 
up by the next Conference, which is expected to assemble at 
The Hague in May, 1907. 

The form of the new Convention is such that the articles 
relating to the conduct of forces in the field can readily be 
separated from the diplomatic provisions, and the first chapter 
is logically devoted to the treatment of the sick and wounded. 

CHAPTER I. 

The Sick and Wounded. 

Article i. 

Officers, soldiers, and other persons officially attached to armies, who are 
sick or wounded, shall be respected and cared for, without distinction of 
nationality, by the belligerent in whose power they are. 

A belligerent, when compelled to leave his wounded in the hands of his 
adversary, however, shall leave with them, so far as mihtary conditions 
permit, a portion of the personnel and materiel of his sanitary service to 
assist in caring for them. 

Articxe 2. 

Subject to the care that must toe taken of them under the preceding 
article, the sick and wounded of an army who fall into the power of the 
other belligerent become prisoners of war, and the general rules of inter- 
national law in respect to prisoners become applicable to them. 

The belligerents remain free, however, to mutually agree upon such 
clauses, by way of exception or favor, in relation to the wounded or sick 
as they may deem proper. They shall especially have authority to agree : 

I. To mutually return the sick and wounded left on the field of battle 
after ah engagement. 
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2. To send back to their own country the. sick and wounded who have 
recovered, or who are in a condition to be transported, and whom they do 
not desire to retain as prisoners. 

3. To send the sick and wounded of the enemy to a neutral state, with 
the consent of the latter and on condition that it shall charge itself with 
their doitenwnenit until She. olos* of hostilities. 

Article 3. 

After every engagement the belligerent who remains in possession of the 
field of battle shall take measures to search for the wounded and to pro- 
tect the wounded and dead from pillage and ill-treatment. 

He will see that a careful examination is made of the bodies of the dead 
prior to their interment or incineration. 

Article 4. 

As soon as possible each belligerent shall forward to the authorities of 
their country or army the marks or military papers of identification found 
upon the bodies of the dead, together with a list of the names of the sick 
and -wounded taken in charge by him. 

Belligerents will keep each other mutually advised of interments and 
transfers, together with admissions to hospitals and deaths which occur 
among the sick and wounded in their hands. They will collect all objects 
of personal use, valuables, letters, etc., which are found upon the field of 
battle, or have been left by the sick or wounded who have died in sanitary 
formations or other establishments, for transmission to persons in interest 
through the authorities of their own country. 

Article 5. 
Military authority may make an appeal to the charitable zeal of the in- 
habitants to receive, and, under its supervision, to care for the sick and 
•wounded of the armies, granting to persons responding to such appeals 
special protection and certain immunities. 

The provisions of this chapter embody the substance of the 
Convention of 1864 and of the Additional Articles of 1868, 
which, as before noted, were never ratified. The requirement 
that a sanitary detachment shall remain for the care of the 
wounded left behind by a retreating force is new. The pro- 
vision of Article 2 that, subject to the special care prescribed 
by the Convention, the sick and wounded become prisoners of 
war, throws about them the stringent protection of the Hague 
Convention in all that relates to their care, maintenance and 
correspondence with their friends; it adds to their security by 
removing all question as to their condition when discharged 
from hospitals. The remaining paragraphs of Article 2 are 
intended to give the widest range to the humane discretion 
of the commanders in the field and to cancel certain provisions 
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of Article VI, Convention of 1864, which were unanimously 
recognized as impracticable or obscure. For instance, the 
mandatory provision of Article VI that those whose wounds 
have made them incapable of further service shall be sent back 
to their own country, immediately raises the question of the 
difference between the case of a private who has lost an arm 
and of an officer with the same physical disablity, who might 
be invaluable in council. The provision of the same Article 
that wounded may be sent back by the enemy commander on 
condition of not again bfearing arms during the war, is inad- 
missible, since the giving of a parole without permission of 
their own government is forbidden by the laws of most mili- 
tary states. The immediate exchange of wounded on the field 
of battle which was contemplated and possible in 1864 has be- 
come impracticable, as a rule, because of changed conditions. 
The increase in the effective range of artillery and small arms 
from a few hundred yards to thousands of yards has widened 
the interval between the lines and the country is generally ren- 
dered impassable by wire entanglements, mines, pitfalls and en- 
trenchments ; furthermore the whole system of transport is ar- 
ranged for operation to the rear. If the Japanese had at- 
tempted to deliver the wounded to the lines of the retreating 
Russians after the awful carnage of Mukden few could have 
survived; as it was, taken to the rear by carefully organized 
land and sea transportation, in a few days they were safely 
housed in Japanese hospitals and received every care and con- 
sideration known to modern science and humanity. The pro- 
vision relating to the protection of the dead is new. 

Article 5 of the new Convention is a substitute for Article 
V of the Convention of 1864, modified on the lines suggested 
in Article IV of the Additional Articles of 1868. The prac- 
tical immunity from the burden of war, offered by Article V 
of 1864 to any inhabitant extending aid, made a wounded man, 
or even a dead man, a valuable asset. A suffering soldier, 
regardless of his condition, might be dragged into any infected 
hovel beyond the reach of the necessary treatment until too 
late. In any case, the inhabitants are entitled to protection 
under the stringent rules of the Hague Convention. 
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iCHAPTER II. 

Sanitary Formations and Establishments. 
Article 6. 
Mobile sanitary formations (». e., those which are intended to accompany 
armies in the field) and the fixed estalblishments belonging to the sanitary 
service shall be protected and respected by belligerents. 

Article 7. 
The protection due to sanitary formations and establishments ceases if 
they are used to commit acts injurious to the enemy. 

Article 8. 
A sanitary formation or establishment shall not be deprived of the pro- 
tection accorded iby Article 6 by the fact : 

1. That the personnel of a formation or establishment is armed and uses 
its arms in self-defense or in defense of its sick and wounded. 

2. That in the aibsence of armed hospital attendants, the formation is 
guarded by an armed detachment or by sentinels acting under competent 
orders. 

3. That arms or cartridges, taken from the wounded and not yet turned 
over to the proper authorities, are found in the formation or establishment. 

The terms ambulance and hospital used in the Convention 
of 1864 have been replaced by sanitary formation and estab- 
lishment, which are somewhat broader as well as more definite. 
The terms neuter and neutrality used in the Convention of 
1864 were held to be inaccurate, both in law and in fact, as ap- 
plied to sanitary formations in the field. Certainly there is 
none of the indifference implied by neutrality in the attitude of 
a patriotic sanitary personnel, even though they care for help- 
less friend and foe alike. Instead of using those terms there 
is a positive provision that sanitary establishments shall be 
respected, that is, not fired upon, and that when the action is 
over they shall be protected. 

A most definite and humane extension is embodied in the 
new Article 8. Article I of 1864 provided that "Ambulances 
and military hospitals should be protected and respected by 
belligerents so long as any sick or wounded were therein " 
and that " such neutrality should cease if the ambulances and 
hospitals should be held by military force." That is, they 
would be liable to capture if momentarily vacant or if, in self- 
defense, or for the defense of helpless wounded, arms were 
carried or used either by an armed sanitary personnel or by a 
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guard. It is not believed that any such stringent rule was 
ever enforced and the immunity and right of self-protection 
accorded by the new Convention are in accord with humanity 
and the actual practice among civilized nations. 

CHAPTER III. 

Personnel. 

Article g. 

The personnel charged exclusively with the removal, transportation, and 

treatment of the sick and wounded, as well as with the administration of 

sanitary formations and establishments, and the chaplains attached to 

armies, shall be respected and protected under all circumstances. If they 

fall into the hands of the enemy they shall not be treated as prisoners 

of war. 

These provisions apply to the guards of sanitary formations and estab- 
lishments in the case provided for in Section 3 of Article 8. 

Article id. 

The personnel of volunteer aid societies, duly recognized and authorized 
by their own governments, who are employed in the sanitary formations and 
establishments of armies, are assimilated to the personnel contemplated in 
the preceding article, upon condition that the said personnel shall be sub- 
ject to military laws and regulations. 

Each state shall make known to the other, either in time of peace or at 
the opening, or during the progress of hostilities, and in any case before 
actual employment, the names of the societies which it has authorized to 
render assistance, under its responsibility, in the official sanitary service of 
its armies. 

Article 11. 

A recognized society of a neutral state can only lend the services of its 
sanitary personnel and formations to a belligerent with the prior consent of 
its own government and the authority of such belligerent. The belligerent 
who has accepted such assistance is required to notify the enemy before 
making any use thereof. 

ARTicaLE 12. 

Persons described in Articles 9, 10 and 11 will continue in the exercise 
of their functions, under the direction of the enemy, after they have fallen 
into his power. 

When their assistance is no longer indispensable, they will be sent back 
to their army or country within such period and by such route as may 
accord with military necessity. They will carry with them such effects, in- 
struments, arms, and horses as are their private property. 

Article 13. 
While they remain in his power, the enemy will secure to the personnel 
mentioned in Article 9 the same pay and allowances to which persons of 
the same grade in his own army are entitled. 



40 PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

Chapter III expressly extends to the sanitary personnel, 
official and voluntary, the respect and protection, under all 
circumstances, which Chapter II guarantees to sanitary forma- 
tions and establishments. Immunity can only be forfeited by 
acts inimical to the enemy and in plain violation of the reason- 
able and necessary laws of war. They continue to perform 
their functions toward the sick and wounded, irrespective of 
nationality when they fall into the hands of the enemy, be- 
coming practically part of the enemy's sanitary service for 
the time being; and for this particular reason, the Conference 
directed, after full discussion, that the pay and allowances of 
the personnel should be those of persons of the like grade in 
the enemy's service. It is to be observed that this is a charge 
upon the enemy, not required to be reimbursed by the other 
belligerent. 

The Geneva Conference of 1864 considered the subject of 
voluntary aid societies, but their organization was so un- 
certain, and so undeveloped, that it was concluded that they 
could not safely be made the subject of international engage- 
ments. In the interval of forty years many Orders and So- 
cieties have relieved incalculable suffering on the battlefields 
of the world, and their organization and work have become so 
firmly established that it only remained for the Conference 
of 1906 to recognize by treaty the actual existing practice. 
It was proposed to recognize by name certain of the Orders 
and Societies well known to the whole world for their humane 
activities, but it was decided that it could not properly be done 
in an international convention since they are entirely depen- 
dent upon the state, which incorporates as many or as few as 
it considers advisable. Since the Convention extends such 
wide immunities to the voluntary societies serving in the field, 
and lays upon them such weighty duties, the first considera- 
tion is that they must be responsible, which necessitates their 
incorporation by the state and their certification to opposing 
belligerents. 

The regulation of neutral societies, affording active assist- 
ance to belligerents in the field, has been peculiarly embar- 
rassing, in default of treaty agreements. It has been almost 
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impossible to refuse such aid offered in the name of humanity, 
however irresponsible the organization might seem, and yet 
the acceptance of such aid in South Africa resulted in viola- 
tion of the ordinary laws of war by certain of the voluntary 
personnel and their conviction and imprisonment by sentence 
of court martial. The provisions in relation to neutral socie- 
ties are analogous to those of The Hague Convention for 
hospital ships. 

A proposition was made to introduce an article limiting the 
activity of the voluntary aid societies to the second line and 
rear, but although the opinion seemed to be unanimous that 
they ought not to be intentionally employed under fire, it was 
held to be entirely a matter of internal regulation. 

CHAPTER IV. 
Materiel. 
Article 14. 
If mobile sanitary formations fall into the power of the enemy, they shall 
retain their materiel, including the teams, whatever may be the means of 
transportation and the conducting personnel. iCompetent military author- 
ity, however, shall have the right to employ it in caring for the sick and 
wounded. The restitution of the materiel shall take place in accordance 
with the conditions prescribed for the sanitary personnel, and, as far as 
possible, at the same time. 

Article 15. 
Buildings and materiel pertaining to fixed establishments remain subject 
to the laws of war, but cannot be diverted from their use so long as they 
are necessary for the sick and wounded. Commanders of troops engaged 
in operations, however, may use them, in case of important military neces- 
sity, if, before such use, the sick and wounded who are in them have been 
provided for. 

Article 16. 
The materiel of aid societies admitted to. the benefits of this convention, 
in conformity to the conditions therein established, is regarded as private 
property, and, as such, will ibe respected under all circumstances, save that 
it is subject to the recognized right of requisition iby belligerents in con- 
formity to the laws and usages of war. 

A reasonable distinction is made between mobile sanitary 
formations, which are to be returned in their entirety, and 
fixed establishments which remain subject to the laws of war, 
as regulated by The Hague Convention, Article LVI of which 
provides that: "The property of communes, and of institu- 
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tions devoted to religion, charity, instruction, and to the arts 
and sciences, even if they belong to the state, shall be treated 
as private property. All seizure of, and destruction, or inten- 
tional damage done to such institutions is prohibited and 
should be prosecuted." 

The status of the voluntary aid societies varies materially 
in different states, some being entirely supported by private 
contributions, and others receiving subventions from govern- 
ment. The immunity of their property was very fully dis- 
cussed, one view being that it should be assimilated to that of 
the official establishments for simplicity; but it was finally de- 
cided to treat it as private property and avoid wounded sus- 
ceptibilities and possible detriment to the interests of the so- 
cieties. The right of requisition is regulated by Articles 
XLVII and LII of The Hague Convention, which forbid the 
confiscation of private property and provide that requisitions 
shall only be made for the necessities of the army and shall be 
paid for in cash if possible ; if not, a receipt to be given. 

It is well to note that the full significance of the new 
Convention can only be appreciated in connection with the 
humane and stringent provisions of The Hague Convention. 

CHAPTER V. 
Convoys of Evacuation. 
Article 17. 
Convoys of evacuation shall be treated as mobile sanitary formations sub- 
ject to the following special provisions : 

1. A belligerent intercepting a convoy may, if required by military neces- 
sity, break up such convoy, charging himself with the care of the siick and 
wounded whom it contains. 

2. In this case the obligation to return the sanitary personnel, as pro- 
vided for in Article 12, shall Ibe extended to include the entire military per- 
sonn-el employed, under competent orders, in th* transportation and pro- 
tection of the convoy. 

The obligation to return the sanitary materiel, asi provided for in Article 
14, shall apply to railway trains and vessels intended for interior naviga- 
tion which have been especially equipped for evacuation purposes, as well 
as to the materiel belonging to the sanitary service, which has been used to 
fit out ordinary vehicles, trains and vessels. 

Military vehicles, with their teams, other than those belonging to the 
sanitary service, may be captured 

The civil personnel and the various means of transportation obtained by 



AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION. 43 

requisition, including railway materiel and vessels utilized for convoys, are 
subject to the general rules of international law. 

Trains or convoys conveying sick or wounded are referred 
to in the Convention of 1864 by the highly technical and ill 
defined term, evacuations, with the vague statement that they 
shall be protected by an absolute neutrality. The term Con- 
voys of Exacuation employed in the new Convention is not 
entirely satisfactory, but the text seems to make the meaning 
clear. Their treatment is assimilated to that of mobile sani- 
tary formations since they comprise the same elements, per- 
sonnel, materiel, and sick and wounded, and a definition of 
their status is equally necessary, since in the urgent duty of 
collecting and transporting the wounded, they are likely to 
come into contact with the enemy. 

Hospital trains corresponding to mobile sanitary formations 
must be returned in their entirety and even the sanitary equip- 
ment of military, or ordinary, vehicles, temporarily used for 
the transport of wounded, must be returned. The Hague 
Convention for Maritime Warfare defines the status and treat- 
ment of hospital ships on the high seas and therefore this Con- 
vention refers specifically to vessels employed for the naviga- 
tion of interior waters. 

iCHAPTEiR VI. 

Distinctive Emblem. 

Article 18. 

■Out of respect to Switzerland, the heraldic emblem of the red cross on 

a white ground, formed by the reversal of the federal colors, is continued 

as the emblem and distinctive sign of the sanitary service of armies. 

Article 19. 
This emblem appears on flags and brassards, as well as upon all materiel 
appertaining to the sanitary service, with the permissioni of the competent 
military authority. 

Article 20. 

The personnel protected in virtue of the first paragraph of Article 9, and 
Articles 10 and 11, will wear attached to the left arm a brassard bearing a 
red cross on a white ground', which will be issued and stamped by com- 
petent military authority, and accompanied by a certificate of identity in 
the case of persons attached to the sianitary service of armies who do not 
have military uniform. 
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Article 21. 

The distinctive flag of the convention can only be displayed over the 
sanitary formations and establishments which the convention provides shall 
be respected, and with the consent of the military authorities. It shall be 
accompanied by the national flag of the belligerent to whose service the 
formation or establishment is attached. 

SaJiitary formations which have fallen' into the power of the enemy, how- 
ever, shall fly no other flag than that of the Red Cross so long as they 
continue in that situation. 

Article 22. 

The sanitary formations of neutral countries which, under the conditions 
set forth in Article 11, have been authorized to render their services, shall 
fly, with the flag of the convention, the national flag of the belligerent to 
which they are attached. The provisions of the second paragraph of the 
preceding article are applicable to them. 

Article 23. 
The emblem of the red cross on a white ground and the words Red 
Cross or Geneva Cross may only be used, -whether in time of peace o.r war, 
to protect or designate military formations and establishments, the person- 
nel and materiel protected by the convention. 

Objections have been made by certain non-Christian states 
to the use of the Cross on the flag of the Convention because 
of its supposed rehgious significance, but the statement con- 
tained in Article 18, which is true as a matter of history, 
was accepted as satisfactory by the delegates of several non- 
Christian states present. The Red Cross flag is firmly fixed 
in the minds of the whole world as the emblem of mercy and 
it was felt that any change would be detrimental to the inter- 
ests of humanity. 

The restrictions placed upon the issue and use of the Red 
Cross flag and brassard in the field are obviously necessary 
to prevent abuse by individuals and also to establish responsi- 
bility for the display of the flag in improper places, or in undue 
numbers, in a besieged town; a procedure certain to involve 
irritating charges of bad faith. 

The Convention of 1864 provided that the national flag 
should always be displayed together with the Red Cross, but 
left undecided what national flag should be displayed over a 
neutral formation in the service of a belligerent, an uncer- 
tainty which led to considerable ill-feeling in South Africa. 
Formations in the power of the enemy fly only the Red Cross 
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flag since to hoist the enemy's flag would be humihating and 
the display of the flag of the opposing belligerent might lead 
to dangerous confusion. 

CHAPTER VII. 
Application and Execution of the Convention. 
Article 24. 
The provisions of the present convention are obligatory only on the con- 
tracting powers, in case of war between two or more of them. The saidi 
provisions shall cease to be obligatory if one of the ibelligerent powers 
should not be signatory to the convention. 

Article 25. 

It shall be the duty of the commanders-in-chief of the belligerent armies 

to provide for the details of execution of the foregoing articles, as well as 

for unforeseen cases, in accordance with the instructions of their respective 

governments, and conformably to the general prinoiples of this convention. 

Article 26. 
The signatory governments shall take the necessary steps to acquaint 
their troops, and particularly the protected personnel, with the provisions 
of this convention and to make them known to the people at large. 

Article 25 is an important safeguard against arbitrary de- 
cisions in unforeseen cases. 

The education of the troops, and of the people at large in 
the provisions of the Convention is a matter of the gravest 
importance, too often neglected, and should be thoroughly and 
systematically accomplished in time of peace. The protected 
personnel, military and voluntary, are as impulsively patriotic 
as their brothers in arms, and since they may at any time be 
called upon to continue the performance of their duties under 
direction of the enemy, they must be educated to instinctively 
avoid any action which could be held to be an abuse of the 
immunity extended to them in the cause of humanity. The 
education of the people can probably be best effected through 
the wide and benevolent activities of the Red Cross. It is not 
safe to rely upon their uninstructed instinct of humanity. 

A translation of the Convention is appended to this paper, 
and the remaining articles require no comment. There was 
entire unanimity of sentiment from first to last in the ex- 
tension of the humane provisions of the Convention of 1864, 
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no proposition of that kind being voted down and questions 
of detail were settled speedily and satisfactorily. 

War is, and must remain, the ultimate safeguard of the 
nation's life and honor, but the occasions for war may be 
limited by providing ready and honorable facilities for arbi- 
tration, and by treaty definitions of neutral and belligerent 
rights and duties, so clearly drawn, and so practicable, that 
they do not raise more contentions than they allay ; , always 
remembering, too, that agreements which unduly restrict the 
legitimate operations of war are not humane but only serve 
to prolong the sacrifice. 

CONVENTION FOR THE AMELIORATION OF THE 

CONDITION OF THE WOUNDED OF ARMIES 

IN THE FIELD. 

RATIFIED BY THE UNITED STATES^ JANUARY 2, I907. 

His Majesty the Emperor of Germany, King of Prussia; His 
Excellency the President of the Argentine Republic; His Maj- 
esty the Emperor of Austria, King of Bohemia, etc., and Apos- 
tolic King of Hungary; His Majesty the King of the Belgians; 
His Royal Highness the Prince of Bulgaria; His Excellency the 
President of the Republic of Chile; His Majesty the Emperor of 
China; His Majesty the King of the Belgians, Sovereign of the 
Congo Free State; His Majesty the Emperor of Corea; His 
Majesty the King of Denmark; His Majesty the King of Spain; 
the President of the United States of America ; the President of 
the United States of Brazil ; the President of the United Mexican 
States; the President of the French Republic; His Majesty the 
King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Em- 
peror of India; His Majesty the King of the Hellenes; the 
President of the Republic of Guatemala ; the President of the Re- 
public of Honduras; His Majesty the King of Italy; His Maj- 
esty the Emperor of Japan ; His Royal Highness the Grand Duke 
of Luxemburg, Duke of Nassau; His Highness the Prince of 
Montenegro; His Majesty the King of Norway; Her Majesty 
the Queen of the Netherlands ; the President of the Republic of 
Peru; His Imperial Majesty the Shah of Persia; His Majesty 
the King of Portugal and of the Algarves, etc.; His Majesty 
the King of Roumania; His Majesty the Emperor of All the 
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Russias; His Majesty the King of Servia; His Majesty the King 
of Siam; His Majesty the King of Sweden; the Swiss Federal 
Council ; the President of the Oriental Republic of Uruguay, 

Being equally animated by the desire to lessen the inherent evils 
of warfare as far as is within their power, and wishing for this 
purpose to improve and supplement the provisions agreed upon 
at Geneva on August 22, 1864, for the amelioration of the con- 
dition of the wounded in armies in the field, 

Have decided to conclude a new convention to that effect, and 
have appointed as their plenipotentiaries, to wit : 

His Majesty the Emperor of Germany, King of Prussia: 

His Excellency the Chamberlain and Actual Privy Councilor 
A. de Billow, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary at Berne, 

General of Brigade Baron de Manteuffel, 

Medical Inspector and Surgeon-iGeneral Dr. Villaret (with 
rank of general of brigade) , 

Dr. Zorn, Privy Councilor of Justice, ordinary professor at law 
at the University of Bonn, Solicitor of the Crown ; 

His Excellency the President of the Argentine Republic : 

His Excellency Mr. Enrique B. Moreno, Envoy Extraordinary 

and Minister Plenipotentiary at Berne, 
Mr. Molina Salas, Consul-General in Switzerland ; 

His Majesty the Emperor of Austria, King of Bohemia, etc., and 
Apostolic King of Hungary : 
His Excellency Baron Heidler de Egeregg et Syrgenstein, Ac- 
tual Privy Councilor, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary at Berne; 

His Majesty the King of the Belgians : 
Colonel of Staff Count de T'Serclaes, Chief of Staff of the 
Fourth Military District; 

His Royal tlighness the Prince of Bulgaria : 
Dr. Marin Rousseff, Chief Medical Officer, 
Captain of Staff Boris Sirmanoff ; 

His Excellency the President of the Republic of Chile : 
Mr. Augustin Edwards, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary ; 
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His Majesty the Emperor of China : 

His Excellency Mr. Lou Tseng Tsiang, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary to The Hague; 

His Majesty the King of the Belgians, Sovereign of the Congo 
Free State: 
Colonel of Staff Count de T'Serclaes, Chief of Staff of the 
Fourth Military District of Belgium; 

His Majesty the Emperor of Corea: 

His Excellency Mr. Tsunetada Kato, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of Japan to Brussels ; 

His Majesty the King of Denmank: 

Mr. Laub, Surgeon-General, Chief of the Medical Corps of 
the Army ; 

His Majesty the King of Spain : 

His Excellency Mr. Silverio de Baguer y Corsi, Count of 
Baguer, Minister Resident; 

The President of the United States of America : 

Mr. William Cary Sanger, former Assistant Secretary of War 

of the United States of America, 
Rear-Admiral Charles S. Sperry, President of the Naval War 

College, 
Brigadier-'General George B. Davis, Judge-Advocate-General 

of the Army, 
Brigadier-'General Robert M. O'Reilly, Surgeon-General of the 

Army; 

The President of the United States of Brazil : 

Dr. Carlos Lemgruber-Kropf, Charge d' Affaires at Berne, 
Colonel of Engineers Roberto Trompowski, Leitao d' Almeida, 
Military Attache to the Brazilian Legation at Berne; 

The President of the United Mexican States : 
General of Brigade Jose Maria Perez ; 

The President of the French Republic : 

His Excellency Mr. Revoil, Ambassador to Berne, 
Mr. Louis Renault, Member of the Institute of France, Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary, Jurisconsult of the Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs, Professor in the Faculty of Law at Paris, 
Colonel Olivier of Reserve Artillery, 
Chief Surgeon Pauzat of the Second Class ; 
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His Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Ireland, Emperor of India: 
Major-General Sir John Charles Ardagh, K. C. M. G., K. C. 

L. E., C. B., 
Professor Thomas Erskine Holland, K. C., D. C. L., 
Sir John Furley, C. B., 
Lieutenant-Colonel William Grant Macpherson, C. M. G., R. 

A. M. C. ; 

His Majesty the King of the Hellenes : 

Mr. Michel Kebedgy, Professor of International Law at the 
University of Berne; 

The President of the Republic of Guatemala : 
Mr. Manuel Arroyo, Charge d' Affaires at Paris, 
Mr. Henri Wiswald, Consul-General at Berne, residing at 
Geneva ; 

The President of the Republic of Honduras: 
Mr. Oscar Hoepfl, Consul-^General to Berne; 

His Majesty the King of Italy: 

Marquis Roger Maurigi di Castel Maurigi, Colonel in His 

Army, Grand Officer of His Royal Order of the SS. Maurice 

and Lazare, 
Major-General Giovanni Randone, Military Medical Inspector, 

Commander of His Royal Order of the Crown of Italy; 

His Majesty the Emperor of Japan: 

His Excellency Mr. Tsunetada Kato, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary to Brussels ; 

His Royal Highness the Grand Duke of Luxemburg, Duke of 
Nassau : 
Staff Colonel Count de T'Serclaes, Chief of Staff of the Fourth 
Military District of Belgium; 

His Highness the Prince of Montenegro : 
Mr. E. Odier, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of the Swiss Confederation in Russia, 
Colonel Miirset, Chief Surgeon of the Swiss Federal Army ; 

His Majesty the King of Norway: 

Captain Daae, of the Medical Corps of the Norwegian Army ; 
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Her Majesty the Queen, of the Netherlands: 

Lieutenant-General (retired) Jonkheer J. C. C. den Beer Poor- 

tugael, Member of the Council of State, 
Colonel A. A. J. Quanjer, Chief Medical Officer, First Class; 

The President of the Republic of Peru : 

Mr. Gustavo de la Fuente, First Secretary of the Legation of 
Peru at Paris; 

His Imperial Majesty the Shah of Persia : 

His Excellency Mr. Samad Khan Momtaz-os-Saltaneh, Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary at Paris; 

His Majesty the King of Portugal and of the Algarves, etc. : 
His Excellency Mr. Alberto d'Oliveira, Envoy Extraordinary 

and Minister Plenipotentiary at Berne, 
Mr. Jose Nicolau Raposo-Botelho, Colonel of Infantry, former 

Deputy, Superintendent of the Royal MiUtary College at 

Lisbon ; 

His Majesty the King of Roumania : 

Dr. Sache Stephanesco, Colonel of Reserve; 

His Majesty the Emperor of All the Russias: 

His Excellency Privy Councilor de Martens, Permanent Mem- 
ber of the Council of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Russia ; 

His Majesty the King of Servia: 

Mr. Milan St. Markovitch, Secretary^General of the Ministry 

of Justice, 
Colonel Dr. Sondermayer, Chief of the Medical Division of 

the War Ministry; 

His Majesty the King of Siam: 

Prince Charoon, Charge d' Affaires at Paris, 

Mr. Corragioni d'Orelli, Counselor of Legation at Paris; 

His Majesty the King of Sweden : 

M. Sorensen, Chief Surgeon of the Second Division of the 
Army; 

The Swiss Federal Council: 

Mr. E. Odier, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary in Russia, 
Colonel Miirset, Chief Surgeon of the Federal Army ; 
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The President of the Oriental Republic of Uruguay : 
Mr. Alexandre Herosa, Charge d' Affaires ait Paris, 

Who, after having communicated to each other their full pow- 
ers, found in good and due form, have agreed on the following : 

CHAPTER I. 

The Sick and Wounded. 

Article i. 

Oificers, soldiers, and other persons officially attached to armies, who are 

sick or wounded, shall be respected and cared for, without distinction of 

nationality, by the belligerent in whose power they are. 

A belligerent, when compelled to leave his wounded in the hands of his 
adversary, however, shall leave with them, so far as military conditions 
permit, a portion of the personnel and materiel of his sanitary service to 
assist in caring for them. 

Article 2. 
Subject to the care that must be taken of them under the preceding 
article, the sick and wounded of an army who fall into the power of the 
other belligerent become prisoners of war, and the general rules of inter- 
national law in respect to prisoners become applicable to them. 

The belligerents remain free, however, to mutually agree upon such 
clauses, by way of exception or favor, in relation to the wounded or sick 
as they may deem proper. They shall especially have authority to agree : 

1. To mutually return the sick and wounded left on the field of battle 
after an engagement. 

2. To send back to their own country the sick and wounded who have 
recovered, or who are in a condition to be transported, and whom they do 
not desire to retain as prisoners. 

3. To send the sick and wounded of the enemy to a neutral state, with 
the consent of the latter and on condition that it shall charge itself with 
itheiir initernimenit uotil rtie close of hositiilJ*i©s. 

Article 3. 

After every engagement the belligerent who remains in possession of the 
field of battle shall take meastures to search for the wounded and to pro- 
tect the wounded and dead from pillage and ill-treatment. 

He will see that a careful examination is made of the bodies of the dead 
prior to their interment or incineration. 

Article 4. 

As soon as possible each belligerent shall forward to the authorities of 
their country or army the marks or military papers of identification found 
upon the bodies of the dead, together with a list of the names of the sick 
a>nd wounded taken in obarge by ihim. 

Belligerents will keep each other mutually advised of interments and 
transfers, together with admissions to hospitals and deaths which occur 
among the sick and wounded in their bands. They will collect all objects 
of personal use, valuables, letters, etc., which are found upon the field of 
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battle, or have been left by the sick or wounded who have died in sanitary- 
formations or other establishments, for transmission to persons in interest 
through the authorities of their own country. 

Article 5. 
Military authority may make an appeal to the charitaible zeal of the in- 
habitants to receive, and, under its supervision, to care for the sick and 
wounded of the armies, granting to persons responding to such appeals 
special protection and certain immunities. 

CHAPTER II. 

Sanitary Formations and Establishments. 
Article 6. 
Mobile sanitary formations (i. e., those which are intended to accompany 
armies in the field) and the fixed establishments belonging to the sanitary 
service shall be protected and respected by belligerents. 

Article 7. 
The protection due to sanitary formations and establishments ceases if 
they are used to commit acts injurious to the enemy. 

Article 8. 
A sanitary formation or establishment shall not be deprived of the pro- 
tection accorded by Article 6 by the fact : 

1. That the personnel of a formation or establisihment is armed and uses 
its arms in self-defense or in defense of its sick and wounded. 

2. That in the absence of armed hospital attendants, the formation is 
guarded by an armed detachment or by sentinels acting under competent 
orders. 

3. That arms or cartridges, taken from the wounded and not yet turned 
over to the proper authorities, are found in the formation or establishment. 

CHAPTER III. 

Personnel. 

Article 9. 

The personnel charged exclusively with the removal, transportation, and 

treatment of the sick ajid wounded, as well as with the administration of 

sanitary formations and establishments, and the chaplains attached to 

armies, shall be respected and protected under all circumstances. If they 

fall into the hands of the enemy they shall not be treated as prisoners 

of war. 

These provisions apply to the guards of sanitary formations and estab- 
lishments in the case provided for in Section 2 of Article 8. 

Article 10. 
The personnel of volunteer aid societies, duly recognized and authorized 
by their own governments, who are employed in' the sanitary formations and 
establishments of armies, are assimilated to the personnel contemplated in 
the preceding article, upon condition that the said personnel shall be sub- 
ject to military laws and regulations. 
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Each state shall make iknown to the other, either in time of peace or at 
the opening, or during the progress of hostilities, and in any case before 
actual employment, the names of the societies which it has authorized to 
render assistance, under its responsibility, in the official sanitary service of 
its armies. 

Article ii. 

A recognized society of a neutral state can only lend the services of its 
sanitary personnel and formations to a belligerent with the prior consent of 
its own government and the authority of such belligerent. The belligerent 
who has accepted such assistance is required to notify the enemy before 
making any use thereof. 

Article 12. 

Persons described in Articles g, 10 and 11 will continue in the exercise 
of their functions, under the direction of the enemy, after they have fallen 
into his power. 

When their assistance is no longer indispensable, they will be sent back 
to their army or country within such period and by such route as may 
accord with military necessity. They will carry with them such effects, in- 
struments, arms, and horses as are their private property. 

Article 13. 
While they remain in his power, the enemy will secure to the personnel 
mentioned in Article 9 the same pay and allowances to^ which persons of 
the same gradte in his own army are entitled. 

CHAPTER IV. 

MatSriel. 
Article 14. 

If mobile sanitary formations fall into the power of the enemy, they shall 
retain their materiel, including the teams, whatever may be the means of 
transportation and the conducting personnel. 'Competent military author- 
ity, however, shall have the right to employ it in caring for the sick and 
wounded. The restitution of the materiel shall take place in accordance 
with the conditions prescribed for the sanitary personnel, and, as far as 
possible, at the same time. 

Article 15. 

Buildings and materiel pertaining to fixed establishments remain subject 
to the laws of war, but cannot be diverted from their use so long as they 
are necessary for the sick and wounded. Commanders of troops engaged 
in operations, however, may use them, in case of important military neces- 
sity, if, before such use, the sick and wounded who are in tbem have been 
provided for. 

Article 16. 

The materiel of aid societies admitted to the benefits oi this convention, 
in conformity to the conditions therein established, is regarded as private 
property, and, as such, will be respected under all circumstances, save that 
it is subject to the recognized right of requisition by belligerents in con- 
formity to the laws and usiages of war. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Convoys of Evacuation. 
Article 17. 
Convoys of evacuation shall te treated as mobile sanitary formations sub- 
ject to the following special provisions: 

1. A belligerent intercepting a convoy may, if required toy military neces- 
sity, break up such convoy, charging himself with the care of the siick and 
wounded whom, it contains. 

2. In this case the obligation to return the sanitary personnel, as pro- 
vided for in Article 12, shall be extended to include the entire military per- 
sonnel employed, under competent orders, in the transportation and pro- 
tection of the convoy. 

The obligation to return the sanitary materiel, as provided for in Article 
14, shall apply to railway trains and vessels intended for interior naviga- 
tion which have been especially equipped for evacuation purposes, as well 
as to the materiel belonging to the sanitary service, which has been used to 
fit out ordinary vehicles, trains and vessels. 

Military vehicles, with their teams, other than those belonging to the 
sanitary service, may be captured 

The civil personnel and the various means of transportation obtained by 
requisition, including railway materiel and vessels utilized for convoys, are 
subject to the general rules of international law. 

CHAPTER VI. 

Distinctive Emblem. 
Article 18. 
Out of respect to Switzerland, the heraldic embl«m of the red cross on 
a white ground, formed by the reversal of the federal colors, is continued 
as the emblem and distinctive sign of the sanitary service of armies. 

Article 19. 

This emblem appears on flags and brassards, as well as upon all materiel 
appertaining to the sanitary service, with the permission of the competent 
military authority. 

Article 20. 

The personnel protected in virtue of the first paragraph of Article 9, and 
Articles 10 and 11, will wear attached to the left arm a brassard bearing a 
red cross on a white grotind, which will be issued and stamped by com- 
petent military authority, and accompanied by a certificate of identity in 
the case of persons attached to the sanitary service of armies who do not 
have military uniform. 

Article 21. 

The distinctive flag of the convention can only be displayed over the 
sanitary formations and establishments which the convention provides shall 
be respected, and with the consent of the military authorities. It shall be 
accompanied by the national flag of the belligerent to whose service the 
formation or eBtabMahment is aittached. 
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Sanitary formations which have fallen' into the power of the enemy, how- 
ever, shall fly no other flag than that of the Red Cros-s so long as they 
continue in that situation. 

Article 22. 

The sanitary formations of neutral countries which, under the conditions 
set forth in Article 11, have been authorized to render their services, shall 
fly, with the flag of the convention, the national flag of the belligerent to 
which they are attached. The provisions of the second paragraph of the 
preceding article are applicaible to them. 

Article 23. 
The emblem of the red cross on a white ground and the words Red 
Cross or Geneva Cross may only be used, whether in time of peace or war, 
to protect or designate military formations and estalblishments, the person- 
nel and materiel protected by the convention. 

iCHAPTBR VII. 
Application and Execution of the Convention. 
Article 24. 
The provisions of the present convention are obligatory only on the con- 
tracting powers, in case of war between two or more of them. The said 
provisions shall cease to foe obligatory if one of the belligerent powers 
should not be signatory to the convention. 

Article 25. 

It shall be the duty of the commanders-in-chief of the belligerent armies 

to provide for the details of execution of the foregoing articles, as well as 

for unforeseen cases, in accordance with the instructions of their respective 

governments, and conformafoly to the general prinoiples of this convention. 

Article 26. 
The signatory governments shall take the necessary steps to acquaint 
their troops, and particularly the protected personnel, with the provisions 
of this convention .and to make them known to the people at large. 

CHAPTER VIII. 
Repression of Abuses and Infractions. 
Article 27. 
The signatory powers whose legislation may not mow 'be adequate en- 
gage to take or recommend to their legislatures such measures as may be 
necessary to prevent the use, by private persons or by societies other than 
those upon which this convention confers the right thereto, of the emblem 
or name of the 'Red Cross or Geneva Cross, particularly for commercial 
purposes Iby means of tradfr-marks or commercial labels. 

The prohibition of the use of the emblem or name in question shall take 
effect from the time set in each act of legislation, and at the latest five 
years after this convention goes into effect. After such going into effect, 
it shall be unlawful to use a trade-mark or commercial label contrary to 
such prohibition. 
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Article 28. 

In the event of their military penal laws being insufKcient, the signatory 
governments also engage to take, or to recommend to their legislatures, 
the necessary measures to repress, in time of war, individiual acts of pillage 
■and ill-treatment of the sick and wounded of the armies, as well as to 
punish, as usurpations of military insignia, the wrongful use of the flag 
and ibrassard of the Red Cross toy military persons or private individuals 
not .protected toy the present convention. 

They will communicate to each other through the Swiss Federal Council 
the measures taken with a view to such repression, mot later than five years 
from the ratification of the present convention. 

General Provisions. 
Article 29. 
The present convention shall be ratified as soon as possible. The ratifi- 
cations will toe deposited at Berne. 

A record of the deposit of each act of ratification shall toe prepared, of 
which a duly certifiedl copy shall toe sent, through diplomatic channels, to 
each of the contracting powers. 

Article 30. 
The present convention shall become operative, as to each power, six 
months after the date of deposit of its ratification. 

Article 31. 

The present convention, when duly ratified, shall supersede the Conven- 
tion of August 22, 1864, in the relations between the contracting states. 

The Convention of 1864 remains in force in the relations between the 
parties who signed it tout who may not also ratify the present convention. 

Article 32. 

The present convention may, until December 31, proximo, be signed by 
the powers represented at the conference which opened at Geneva on June 
II, igo6, as well as by the powers not represented at the conference who 
have signed the Convention of 1864. 

Such of these powers as shall not have signed the present convention on 
or before December 31, 1906, will remain at liberty to accede to it after 
that date. They shall signify their adherence in a written notification ad- 
dressed to the Swiss Federal Council, and communicated tO' all the con- 
tracting powers by the said Council. 

Other powers may request to adhere in the same manner, but their re- 
quest shall only be effective if, within the period of one yeair from its 
notification to the Federal Council, such Council has not been advised of 
any opposition on the part of any of the contracting powers. 

Article 33. 
Each of the contracting parties shall have the right to denounce the 
present convention. This denunciation shall only become operative one 
year after a notification in writing shall have been made to the Swiss Fed- 
eral Council, which shall forthwith communicate such notification to all 
the other contracting parties. 
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This denunciation shall only become operative in respect to the power 
which has given it. 

IN FAITH WHEREOF the plenipotentiaries have signed the present 
convention and affixed their seals thereto. 

Done at Geneva, the sixth day of July, one thousand nine hundred and 
six, in a single copy, which shall remain in the archives of the Swiss Con- 
federation, and certified copies of which shall be delivered to the contract- 
ing parties' through diplomatic channels. 

[Here follow the signatures.] 



FINAL PROTOCOL OF THE CONFERENCE FOR THE 
REVISION OF THE GENEVA CONVENTION. 

The conference convened iby the Swiss Federal Council with a view to 
the revision of the International Convention of August 22, 1864, for the 
amelioration of the condition of soldiers wounded in the field, met at 
Geneva on June 11, 1906. The Powers hereinafter enumerated took part 
in the conference, for which they had named the following delegates : 

Germany, &c., &c. 

In a series of meetings held between the nth of June and the Sth of 
July, 1906, the Conference discussed and decided upon the text of a con- 
vention to bear date of July 6, 1906, for the submission tO' the plenipoten- 
tiaries for their signatures. 

In addition thereto, and in conformity with Article 16 of the convention 
for the pacific settlement of international conflicts, of the 29th of July, 
1899, which has recognized arbitration as the most efficacious, and at the 
same time the most equitable means of settling litfigations which have not 
been determined through the diplomatic channels, the Conference has ex- 
pressed the following wish. 

The Conference expresses the wish that, to reach an interpretation and 
an application as exact as possible of the Convention of Geneva, the con- 
tracting Powers shall submit to the Permanent iCourt of The Hague, if 
the case and the circumstances permit, the differences, which dn time of 
peace, may arise between them as to the interpretation of the Convention. 

This wish was voted for by the following states : 
[All excepting three.] 

This wish was rejected by the following states : Corea, Great Britain, 
and Japan. 

IN FAITH WHEREOF the delegates have signed the present protocol. 

Done at Geneva, the sixth day of July, one thousand nine hundred and 
six, in a single copy, which shall remain in the archives of the Swiss Con- 
federation, and certified copies of which shall be delivered to the contract- 
ing parties through diplomatic channels. 

[Here follow the signatures.] 



